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52 foster care deaths in 'o1, Betsy

. claims
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Atecord 52 children in families served by city foster care workers died last
vear, Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum charged in a report issued yesterday.

- 4 . /. / Fully half of the deaths, she maintained, could have been prevented.
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Gotbaum said the city's Administration for Children's Services is swamped
by having to investigate more than 56,000 reports of child abuse or
neglect each year.

"An overburdened system means that mistakes are made at both ends of
the spectrum,” she said. "Some children die because of missed warning
signs and others remain apart from their families unnecessarily.”

The total nunber of-deaths, the report said, has more than doubled since
1999, when 23 children died,-and represents an increase of almost 10%

/sia@ast Vear,
// - _ACS disputed Gotbaum's numbers, saying there wi é”ditl;zz fatalities in >
, {_’ 2000.4nd 32 last vear, ACS spokeswoman Maclean Guthrié sat ere
L have been 21 child fatalities so far this year.

The reason for the discrepancy in the numbers of deaths is unclear - but
the report immediately set off a harsh exchange between the two city
agencies.

ACS accused the public advocate of blindsiding them and pointed out that
that the report comes as the agency has dramatically reduced the number
of children in foster care to 26,600, the smallest total since 1991.

"It is clear that the public advocate's office is unaware of the successes of
this adininistration and the comprehensive range of services our agency

offers to the children and families of New York City,” the agency said in a -

http:/Awww.nydaitynews.com/news/local/story/42203p-39826¢ . html
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statement.

Guthrie said she "had no idea” how Gotbaum came up with her totals.

Gotbaum's office says it analyzed fatality reports issued by the state Office
of Children and Family Services and determined that 26 deaths in 2001 -
or exactly half - could have been averted by increasing supervision of
foster homes, intervening with families or simply educating parents about
how to care for youngsters.

The very young continue io be the most vaulnerable. Of the deaths
Gotbaum says could have been avoided, half were 3 or younger.

Among them:

« A 3-month-old girl smothered when she rolled over onto a soft pillow
that was placed in her crib.

s Thres months before a 3-vear-old girl died of child abuse, ACS received
reports that she had bruises on her face, under her eye and near her
temple and discovered that the child suffered a fractured leg. Her parents
said she broke it when she fell from a bunk bed. But the agency never
checked with a physician and declared the report of abuse unfounded, the

report said.

The report also acknowledged that the city faces difficult challenges caring
for the teenage foster care children, 40% of the total, who place
disproporiicnate strains of the system.

A recent Daily News investigation found that 11 teenagers in the city's care
have have been killed or cornmitted snicide since 1099,
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Child Maltreatment 2000
Table 5-3 Child Fatalities in Foster Care, 2000

( Child Percent of
CPS Fatalities Child
Reported in Foster | Total Child| Fatalities
Child Care Fatalities that
Total Fatalities in|| (Agency in Foster || Occurred in
State Fatalities | Foster Care File) Care Foster Care
|Aiabama ” 27“ 0 | 1‘ DH 0.0‘
[Aaske | o o g
| Arizona | 7| B o] ol 0.0
[ Arkansas [ 12]| Hi 0| o 0.0/
| California I 30|| 12| 12| 40.0|
(Colorado ~ || 31| 2| | 2| 6.5

(Connecticut ’ 8 H T[ 1 H ﬂ[ 12.5’
Delaware L i | | |

Columbia 5 0 0 0.0
Florida | 85 || [ o|| o 0.0]
|Georgia | 45| 0] | 0| 0.0]
- ——
[itinois [ 78] 2| [ 2] z:a
}rlndiana T[ 44] H o” 0| 00]
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| Kentucky I 21| | 0| 0! 0.0
| Louisiana | 36| | 1]| 1]| 2.8|
e v [ o o[ o)

Maryland
FMassachusetts ” 4“ y O” OH 0.0I
Michigan 49| B Al 1| 2.0|
Minnesota 21 0| [ o 0.0
ﬁﬂississippi || 'IQH ﬂ| . “ 0” 0.0|
ﬁv}issouri ‘r 48” 2“ H 42” 4.2[
Montana [ 2| 0| | 0| 0.0|
[ | — S—— —
ﬁ\lew Hampshire [ 9 [ H (ﬂ‘ ﬂ‘ 0.0
F\Iew Jersey H 37“ H OH 0 F 0.0
ﬁlew Mexico H GH /4\ OH 0 P 0.0
/ N ,ﬁxew York J’ 79“ C 2 ) ” ﬂ’F 2.5
North Carolina 47 1 1 2.1
INorth Dakota | o/l 0|l I 0| 0.0|
ome ) | T
| Oklahoma | a5 | 0] 0| 0.0|

|Oregon L2 o I B 00|
[Pennsylvania || 38| 2| - I 2| 5.3
(Rhode Island || 3 ol
[South Carofina || 20 1| | 1]| 5.0|

Suvacs | | | | u |
Tomewee || — |
/) | Texas I il IR D 0 1]

v = I

Ve ] I T BT
’Virginia H—~ 29H “7 ?H 0 r
|Washington 14 2| o 2| 14.3
[West Virginia || 4] l 1]| 1] 25.0
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| | | | H I |
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wom 1l o o
Total/Percentage | 1182 | 15 I 2.7
Eumber ‘ N

Reporting 45 23 23 45 45

Percentage of fatalities that occurred in fester care is based on total fatalities in States that reported

an fatalities in foster care.

This table compares the number of fatalities associated with foster care to all child fatalities. The
first column lists all of the States by name and the second lists the total number of fatalities. The
third column reports the number of child fatalities from foster care according to CPS and the fourth
reports child fatalities from other agencies for a grand total of foster care deaths in the fifth column.
The last column gives a percentage of fatalities that occurred in foster care as compared fo the total
number of fatalities. Among the 45 States reporting, the percentage of fatalities in foster care was

calculated to be 2.7 percent.
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Please send all comments and questions on this subject to
Please send ail comments and Web feedback to

http://www.acf.dhhs.gov/programs/cb/publications/cm00/ables 3. htm
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